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F ever it behoves every member of the 
community to throw in his little mite 


in aid of public welfare, it is ſurely 
when a crifis ariſes, which in all human 
probability muſt decide of the happineſs 
and proſperity of the whole empire, and 
of the endleſs generations which future 
ages ſhall bring forth within its extenſive 
and growing dominions. Temporary in- 
tereſts however great, the momentary ex- 
tenſion of this or that commerce, the ſo- 
vereignty of a town or province, uſual ob- 
jeis of the fluctuating ambition of kings 
and nations, the experience of ages ſhews 
to be oftener decided by a variety of un- 
forſeen chances, than by the exertions of 
human prudence and fagacity. In ſpite of 
infidelity itſelf, every thinking man muſt 
own that providence claims to itſelf the 


B ſupreme 
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ſupreme diſpoſal of events; but tho” it 
{ports with the ill-founded, and incon- 
ſtant projects of ambition, it ever ſtamps 
with proportionate ſucceſs, the ſober in- 
ſticutions of ſound and ſteady policy. The 
duration o the Roman Empire, ſtill more 
than its magnitude, claims our admira- 
tion. That ſplendor which for ages it diſ- 
played, was owing to its firſt foundations 
having been laid in maxims of judicicus 
policy, which the uſual mutability of events 
could only accidentally retard or accelerate, 
but which in time were neceſſarily to 
bring forth their proper fruit. Its deca- 
dence long after the overthrow of the Re- 
public, as well as that overthrow itſelf, 
had its cauſe in the gradual ſubverſion of 
thoſe principles long preceding that cataſ- 
trophe. In the preſent important juncture, 
Great Britain muſt probably decide, whe- 
ther her power and glory ſhall be circum- 
ſcribed within the comparatively narrow 
limits of a modern monarchy, ſubject to 
their ſhort paroxiſms of ſtrength and weak- 
neſs; or whether ſhe ſhall rival antient 
Rome, 


(| 
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Rome, both in extent, importance, and 
duration of Empire. This elevated and 
permanent height of power and proſperity, 
is not to be attain'd by perſevering diſci- 
pline, arms and conqueſt, but by the 
prudence and wiſdom of one ſingle deter- 
mination, which muſt now lay foundations 
never, perhaps, hereafter to be repaired, or 
enlarged. Shall not then the great alterna- 
tive, which Providence now ſubmits to the 
deciſion of our wiſdom or our folly, rouſe 
the attention of every Briton, whoſe breaſt 
is warmed by the intereſt and glory of his 
country. In ſuch a crifis, that country 
has a claim to the exertion of all our ta- 
lents: none are excluded or exempt, as 
from the ſmalleſt ſhe may ſometimes profit; 
and from obſcure hands ſhe has not unfre- 
quently received important hints. 


Miniſters of ſtate, who by having a 
nearer view of all the ſprings which actuate 
the political machine, and acceſs to every 
ſource of information, ought to be the moſt 


competent judges, are often, by the con- 
dition 
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dition of humanity (tho' otherwiſe wiſe and 
honeſt) too much warped by the tide of 
events, and heatcd by untoward accidents 
and oppoſition, to be abſolutely impartial, 
From thoſe who are deeply, and perſonally 
intereſted, or who haye manifeſtly private 
views ta ſerve, temperate and diſpaſſionate 
reaſoning is ſcarcely to be expected; it is 
from the aggregate wiſdom of the nation, 
ſlow in taking part, flower ſtill in finally 
pronouncing, we ſhould wait an equitable 
deciſion of the great queſtion now before 
it. Attentive to, and defirous of every in- 
formation, this impartial judge will receive 
with candour, if not with approbation, 
the offerings even of an obſcure and un- 
known hand, when dictated by an honeſt 
and well- meaning heart. 


Seldom do diſſentions ariſe to any height 
between neighbouring powers, and till 
more ſeldom amongſt fellow citizens, but 
prepared and fomented by falſe ſteps and 
exceſſes on both fides. Difficult it is in- 
deed to commit no faults, but ſtill more ſo 


0 
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to retract them. This however, 1s the ar- 
duous taſk expected, and no doubt feared, 
by attentive Europe, from a nation looked 


up to as a model of generoſity and wiſdom, 
Let us then endeavour to deſerve and main- 
tain that character. If the ſons, both of Eu- 
ropean and American Britain, have occa- 
ſionally ſwerved from the ſtrict rule of right 
in the ſupport of that wiſe conſtitution, 
and that juſt and well founded liberty, 

of which they are equally enamoured, 
let them both now, ere it is too late, 
meaſure back thoſe haſty ſteps, and forget- 
ing the mutual provocations of unguarded 
anger, cooly and candidly give attention, 
not to what each may have occaſionally aſ- 
ſerted as its peculiar right, but to what 
ſhall moſt effectually preſerve to each the 
full enjoyment of all rights conſiſtent with 
the general welfare of a free Government; 
and moſt permanently cement an union, on 
which depends the happineſs and proſperity 
of all. Let Great Britain in particular, 
who owns a mother's fondneſs for her 
ſons, ſhew the perſevering and ſedate firm- 
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neſs of a tender parent, and with all the 
power to puniſh or give the law, generouſly 
reſt upon her arms, to ſpeak the language of 
reaſon and of candour. This nation is too 
great, too nearly allied in blood to America, 
not to overlook the frivolous diſcuſſion of 
points of honour with thoſe her own off 
ſpring; whom, though ſhe has more than 
once ſeen froward, ſhe has ever yet found 
amenable to duty, by reaſon, and the ſtrong 
pleadings of natural affection. If they are 
forgetful of thoſe ties, and unmindful of 
her paſt favours, let her magnanimity rouſe 
the latent ſparks of gratitude; and may the 
pride of owning ſuch a mother, at length 
inſpire them with Kindred ſentiments of 
moderation and generoſity, Some amongſt 
them, hurried away by the factious ſpirit 
of a very few individuals, either at home 
or abroad, have carried their reſiſtance to 
outrageous lengths ; and it is affirmed, that 
the honour of the Britiſh nation requires 
ſuch open and ſeditious diſobedience to be 
attoned for by the mot implicit ſubmiſſion. 


Let that honour be maintained unſpotted, 
| or 
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or avenged to the utmoſt bounds of nicety 
when violated by alien hands ; but will 
it not ſtill more become the dignity and 
character of a parent ſtate, conſcious of 
power and right to puniſh, to calm by 
gentle, tho' reſolute meaſures the temporary 


frenzy of her deluded, but ere long re- 
penting children? If yet they ſhould con- 
tinue deaf to the voice of nature and of 
reaſon, unwilling long delayed : ſeverity 
will come with donble force. Let us now, 
unbiaſſed by partiality, or the pride of primo- 
geniture, conſider how far the unlimited 
claims of authority we have occaſionally, 
and perhaps as it were mechanically aſſert- 
ed, are founded in juſtice and in truth, 
how far their complaints are back'd by rea- 
ſon and propriety. | 


Parliament has in general terms reſolved 
its authority ſupreme over every part of the 
Britiſh dominions ; but does not reaſon, 
policy, and the ſpirit of the conſtitution 
ſomewhere ſet bounds to that omnipotence? 


Legiſlation it is ſaid neceſſarily implies the 
power 
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power of taxation: but ſhould not the 
propoſition rather ſtand thus? Government, 
and in that is comprehended that body 
which alone can exerciſe its full powers, 
implies a right of aid for its ſupport from 
all who are protected by it. Whilſt Wales, 
Cheſter, Durham, tho' within the realm, 
remained unincorporated, the Engliſh Par- 
tiament impoſed not internal taxes on their 
property. That right was in their own 
peculiar legiſlatures, It may have been. 
occafionally invaded in. the unſettled ftate of 
things in thoſe tumultuous times but was 
ever claimed and frequently acknowledged. 
This 1 think. has been ſufficiently proved 
from authentic records ; and it was not till 
they were ſeverally admitted to a ſhare in 
the general legiſlature, that the Acts of an 
Engliſh Parliament avowedly extended to 


their lands, or immediate properties. The 


Americans inſiſt, that not being repreſented 
in the Britiſh Parliament, it cannot con- 
fiſtently, with the fundamental principles 
and ſpirit of the conſtitution, impoſe taxes 
on their ſtill more diſtinct and ſeparate pro- 


vinces. 
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vinces. To this it is anſwered, that out of 
6 or 7 millions of Britiſh inhabitants, not 
more than 3 or 409,000 are repreſented by 
delegates of their choice and election. Whe- 
ther or no our conſtitution is not in that 
particular defective may be a doubt; but 
ſuppoſing that uſage as rational as it is an- 
cient, truth will {till point out an eſſential 
difference with regard to the Americans. 
The repreſentatives of this iſland, though 


choſen by a part only of its inhabitants, 
cannot lay any impoſition on the non- 
electing, ever cloſely connected by innu- 
merable ties with the electing part, without 
including their immediate conſtituents. The 
diſtance and peculiar local fituation of our 
colonies admit not of ſuch interwoven in- 
tereſts, nor of ſuch univerſality in the mode 
or burthen of taxation: - impartial reaſon 
therefore muſt decide, that they are not like 
the inhabitants of this iſland either really 
or virtually repreſented in the Britiſh Par- 
liament, and the ſpirit of the conſtitution 
will in conſequence pronounce that their 
internal property ought not to be ſubje& 

| C to 
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to its taxation. I ſhall not however, take 
upon me, even on theſe grounds, to aſſert the 
abſolute exemption of our American colo- 
nies from parliamentary taxation by any ex- 
plicit laws, or perhaps even implication of 
the laws of Great Britain: it may be made 
an abſtruſe and ſubtle queſtion, and ſuch 
are more apt to induce into error than to 
lead to truth: but I will prefume, that every 
honeſt Engliſhman will freely give it his 
concurence if it ſhould appear due by the 
ftill more infallible and revered laws of 
equity. But whilſt juſtice ſhews that the 
mode of taxation ſhould not be preſcribed 
by thoſe who, beſides being incompetent 
judges of its propriety, are not either in 
themſelves or immediate conſtituents equal- 
ly affected by it, it at the ſame time loudly 
proclaims that all and every part of the do- 
minions protected by Government, are in 
equal duty and obligation bound to contri- 
bute a proportional ſhare to its ſupport : as 
evidently does it demonſtrate that it cannot, 
ought not to be in the option of any part 
of them to withhold or diminiſh at will 
thei 


3 
their juſt quota. Shall America pretend to 
enjoy the fruits both of paſt and preſent 


ſupport, and yet remain at liberty to give 
or not to give her contingent aid? No, 
with ſuch reſerves no ſocial compact can 
ſubſiſt. The Britiſh Parliament by the re- 
peal of the Stampt Act, which in other re- 


ſpects is certainly one of the faireſt and 
leaſt oppreſſive taxes, has tacitly avowed its 
incompetency at leaſt to impoſe internal 

taxations on its diſtant dominions ; but it 
at the ſame time “ indefinitely declared its 
authority ſupreme. America abſolutely 
denying its right to impoſe ſuch taxes, has 
as indefinitely allowed its fupremacy, at 

the ſame time declaring her readineſs to- 


concur 


* On the repeal of the Stamp Act, Parliament, I appre- 
hend, ia ſuch general terms only reſolved its ſupremacy, 
which the Americans not unreaſonably looked upon as a 
tacit renunciation of that power which they had in that A& 
principally and avowedly appoſed. Thus deceived as it were, 
no wonder they ſhould now reject its declaratory right to that 
power. Had it then been meant to be inviolably maintain'd, 


that repeal ſhould have been conditional on their explicitly 
acknowledging it: on the contrary their aſſemblies openly 
denied it afreſh, and no notice was taken of that theic 
public declaration, 


I 

concur in raifing a juſt proportion of ex- 
pences for the maintenance of that Govern- 
ment which muſt fuperintend, regulate and 
ſupport the whole weight of the Britiſh 
empire, In theſe indefinite afſertions, li- 
able on the part of Great Britain to every 
extenſion, on the part of America to fur- 
ther reſtrictions, lay the unhappy ſeeds of 
future conteſt and eternal difpute. On 
each fide there is a rule of right, which 
may, which ought to be clearly aſcertained, 

and for the preventing ſuch eaſily foreſeen 
miſchiefs, explicity defined. Inflamed by 
ſeditious ſpirits America has ſince ſwerved 
beyond thoſe due bounds, which in her 
ſoberer moments ſhe had herſelf acknow- 
ledged. Is there no hope left that ſhe will 
again reſume a ſpirit of moderation | ; Time 
will, I hope, ſhew that there are yet no in- 
conſiderable members amongſt 1 them unſe- 
duced by faction. Britain in the repeal of 
the Stamp Act has ſhewn her the firſt ex- 


ample ; let her not be aſhamed of again 
taking the lead where reaſon and juſtice 
point the way. Let her define the true 

limits 
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limits of that ſupremacy the-juſtly claims. 
However dangerous it may be inothers,fuch 


definition is confonant to the fpirit of our | 
happy conſtitution. Let her acknowledge 


the mode of taxation preſcribeable only 
by the true repreſentatives of the people 


to be taxed, ſy- h as in ſo doing really i in- 


clude themſelves and immediate conſtitu- 
ents. Let America own that ſupremacy of 
legiſlative and regulating power, extending 
to every other objea, which reaſon and 
ſound policy concur in ſhewing, neceſſary 
ſomewhere, and with propriety only lodged 
in the legiſlature of the parent country, 
who can alone can give life and activity, as 
it at various times gave being to the whole, 
But let her too own her abſolute, invariable 
obligation of contributing her ſhare to the 


general exigencies of the State. Let that 


proportion be ſettled both with reſpect to 
her preſent and future growing abilities, 

and ever remain as the bond and cement of 
: equitable union, When ſuch a proportion 
: bs here mention'd, the Colonies need not 


apprehend that generous Britain will ſcru- 


pulouſly 
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pulouſly deal out to them ſuch a ſhare of 
that immenſe burthen, tho' great part of it 
incurred in their defence, under which ſhe 
labours, as might in rigour be exacted from 


their abilities. Tho' ſuch aproportion might 
be ſtrictly juſt, ſhe knows it would be im- 
politic, as well as cruel, to check their 
growing ſtrength. But altho' thus tender 
of their intereſts, ſhe muſt not forever ſad- 
dle herſelf with ſuch a load as muſt in time 
bear no ſemblance of equality. The internal 
abilities of Great Britain, and by ſuch 
alone internal taxes muſt be borne, will 
poſſibly in the ſpace of another hundred 
years be increaſed one fourth; but in the 
fame ſpace of time, thoſe of her American 
Colonies will in all probability be enlarged 
at leaſt tenfold. The impracticability of fix- 
ing a rule, as well in future as in preſent, 
proportional to the varying ſtate of theſe fo 
differently circumſtanc'd parts of the Em- 
pire will be alledged. Difficult it perhaps 
may be, but not impoſſible. To evince this, 
my readers will permit me to lay before 


them a plan, which tho' I do not 'preſtithe 
the 
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the beſt, will be at leaſt ſufficient to ſhew, 
that ſome ſtandard may be hit upon on 
which to eſtabliſh a laſting and unalterable 
compact. Let us ſuppoſe that the colony A 
is now in the poſſeſſion of ſix millions of 
acres of improv'd and cultivated lands, or 
woods bearing profit to the proprietors, and 
that its preſent internal abilities are rated at 
60001. for every million, which Great 
Britain now raiſes on her internal funds by 
land, malt, houſe and window tax, &c. 
If it appears at the expiration of twenty 
five years, that the ſaid colony ſhall have 
extended its cultivation to nine millions of 
acres, then it ſhall pay for the like enſuing 
term goool. for every million ſo levied by 
the mother country: thus enlarging its 
aid every twenty five years in ſome propor- 
tion at leaſt to its advanced abilities. Such 
a term will on an average have certainly 
repaid the primary expences of clearing 
and improvement to the colony before any 
additional ſupply becomes due. No in- 
creaſed charge will fall upon the old in- 
habitants, and the new will already be 
able 


ol 
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able to bear their ſhare. I ſhould likewiſe 
propoſe that the quit rents of ſixpence per 
acre, which are, or ought to be paid to 
the Crown for all lands in America, be 
carried towards the national fu pply, in- 
cluded however in the proportion of each 
colony for which Parliament to make a 
proper compenſation to the civil liſt, It is 
an accuſtom'd and an eaſy charge, and if 
duly levied, which it would more likely be 
when become part of the public revenue, 
may in time become no inconſiderable ſup- 
ply, perhaps much larger than we have 
at preſent any idea or apprehenſion of. 


From neglect or pretended exemptions it 


is probably at preſent far below the real 
mark, which however, by exact ſurveys 
aſcertaining the quantity of granted lands 
in each Province, might with great eaſe be 
remedied. Whatever it is, or ought to be at 
preſent, it would not be very unreaſonable 


to ſuppoſe that, with ſuch a growing popu- 


lation, cultivation may be extended on that 


extenſive continent to ſixty millions of acres 
within the ſpace 


of half a century. For 
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the encouragement of ſettlers, the nation 
will find it perhaps not inexpedient to reduce 
it to three pence per acre on new grants for 
a limited term of years, provided ſuch 
grants do not exceed two hundred acres. 
Extenſive grants retard inſtead of accelera- 
ting cultivation, and therefore deſerve no 
ſuch relief. The rates of poſtage too, the 
regulation and management of which is of 
general concern to the whole community, 
ſhould be continued a public revenue unſub- 
. jected to the authority of the provincial 
aſſemblies. By thoſe two branches of al- 
ready accuſtom'd revenue, and the further 
proportional aid propoſed above to be levied 
by internal taxation, by ſuch modes only 
as fo the ſeveral aſſemblies ſhall ſeem meet, 
our American fellow ſubjects to ſtand ac- 
quitted to the mother country of that debt 
of ſublidy, which they in reaſon and 
Juſtice owe to the general ſupport of Go- 
vernment, which ſhould from that time 
take upon itſelf the payment of ſtipulated | 
and adequate ſalaries to the Governors, 
Judges, Treaſurers, and others his Ma- 
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jelty's ſervants in the ſeveral Colonies. 


Having thus diſcuſſed the moſt material 
ſubje& of conteſt, the right of internal 
taxation, and the right of proportional 
ſubſidy, and offered ſome means, tho' they 
are not preſumed the beſt poſſible, of re- 
conciling them, let us now with the ſame 
impartiality examine the other grievances 
of which our American fellow ſubjects 
complain. 


As it is only ſince they have been heated 
by contention, that they have diſputed the 
right of the Britiſh legiſlature, which never 
will be induced on any conſideration, to 
part with the dominion of the ſeas, to ex- 
ternal taxation, or to the impoſing of du- 
ties on merchandize imported or exported, 
and to the abſolute regulation thereby of 
trade and commerce for the good of the 
whole, we ſhall not ſuppoſe that they will 
ſeriouſly, and obſtinately perſiſt in ſuch a 
claim of exemption and independence, 
which would erect the colonies into diſtinct 
and incompatible ſovereignties. Thoug gh 
in 


19 9 
in this, as in every other point, they ought 
to acknowledge the tenderneſs which has 


uniformly been ſhewn for their particular 


intereſts (not unfrequently at the expence 


of no inconſiderable intereſts of Great Bri- 
tain) whenever it could be done conſiſtently 
with the general ; yet we will readily allow, 
that the wiſdom of parliament has not on 
ſuch a complicated ſubject, foreſeen every 
inconvenience. But the unremitting atten- 
tion it has given to relieve them whenever 
ſuch grievances have been diſcovered, even 
at times when the ſpirit of faction and diſ- 
obedience gone forth in America, might 
have juſtified leſs indulgence, ſhould inſpire 
them with the moſt ſolid confidence of be- 
ing chearfully relieved from all real ones of 
that nature. Let me further propoſe, that 
in conſequence of their thorough reconcili- 
ation, and compliance with other terms, 
parliament ſhould, as far as may be, alle- 
viate that burden on their trade and com- 
merce, the obligation of landing all their 
produce, ſome few caſes excepted, deſtined 
ber foreign markets, and of taking up all 
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1 
the licenſed articles of foreign goods in the 
ports of Great Britain, Upon examination 
it will, I apprehend, be found not incon- 
fiſtent, either with the ſpirit of the 
Navigation Act, or with the true intereſts 
of Great Britain, thus intimately united to 
America, to open to the ſeveral- Colonies, 
Britiſh markets in foreign countries, under 
proper reſtrictions, by factories which are 
or may be eſtabliſhed for Il ſuch articles 
of their foreign exports or imports as ſhall 
appear not to prejudice either the trade or 
manufactures of the mother country, For 
a more particular view of the plan and rea- 
ſons for ſuch a relaxation, I beg leave to 
refer my readers to Goyernor Pownal's Ad- 
miniſtration of the Colonies; to whoſe hon- 
eſt and judicious remarks, I profeſs to owe 
| moſt of my ideas on this ſubject. If thus | 
indulged, the Americans ſurely will not 
claim an exemption from ſuch duties on 
foreign goods, as every inhabitant of Great 
Britain or Ireland, are bound to pay; nor 


will they murmur at reſtrictions on their 


porn or imports, in fayour of the manu- 


AS facture; 
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factures of theſe iflands, whilſt we chear- 
fully impoſe on ourſelves, ſimilar ones in 
favour of their products. Let us now exa- 
mine ſome of the other grievances alledged, 
Blinded by the republican ſpirit of a few 
ſeditious leaders, the colonies have of late 
complained of a ſtanding army maintained 
amongſt them in times of peace. Are they 
ſo ignorant of the preſent ſtate of military 
affairs throughout Europe, as not to know 


| that their ports, their coaſts, nay, their 
3 - inland ſettlements, if unprotected by the 
0 Britiſh navy, would become an ealy prey 
4 to a few thouſand regulars, ſent by any fo- 
reign power of Europe to lay them waſte, 


notwithſtanding the utmoſt efforts of their 
boaſted militia, though we allow them all 
the courage and diſcipline which can be- 
long to any body of that nature ? Are they 
to learn that on ſuch an extended coaſt, in 
ſpite of that navy, an enemy might, un- 
awed by ſuch irregular forces, always dif- 
 ficult to be aſſembled, and intrinfically 
* weak for want of ſubordination and experi- 
ence in the commanders, commit deveſta- 
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tions which ages could not repair? whereas 
they will hardly attempt fo hazardous an 
enterpriſe in face of a body of regulars, 
ready at a moment's warning, and com- 
manded by experienced officers, ſufficient 

to back and form a point of reunion for 
that more numerous, and tolerably diſci- 

plined corps of militia. In this caſe they 

know no effectual landing to be made with- 

out the dangers. of a regular reſiſtance, or 
without the fears of an intercepted retreat. 

It is well known, that in war the confi- 

dence and opinion of the troops, is almoſt 

decifive of ſucceſs; and that no old ſtand- 
ing forces ever were in awe in an open coun- 
try of any militia, though treble their num- 
bers. Shall then the merchants and far- 
mers of America, alone deny the neceſſity 
of a permanent regular force in the preſent 
ſtate of military affairs, ſo different from that 
of former ages, which has, however un- 
willingly, been acknowledged by the moſt 
ſanguine patriots and enemies to ſuch eſta- 
bliſhments. In the laſt war, the colony 
militias were ſingularly uſeful againſt the 
attacks 
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attacks of Indians, and in protecting the 
march of regulars through the wilds and 
woods of the trackleſs regions of interior 
America, but have they the preſumption 
to ſuppoſe they could have alone reſiſted the 
ſteady efforts of the French regulars? No- 
thing but the blindeſt, and moſt infatuated 
partiality, can harbour ſuch a thought. 
The neceſſity of a competent body of re- 
gulars, even in times of peace, which ex- 
perience ſhews too often deceitful, in ſpite 
of unmeaning clamors, is then ſelf-evident, 
and muſt in the eye of reaſon and ſound 
policy, juſtify government, whoſe duty it 
is to leave no part of our dominions de- 
fenceleſs, in repartitioning the forces al- 
lotted by the ſupreme legiſlature, in ſuch 
manner as ſhall moſt effectually provide 
againſt all hoſtile attempts. The Ameri- 
cans, their miſtaken ideas of internal 
ſtrength ſufficient for ſelf defence, thus 
juſtly exploded, can have no pretence to be 
exempted from providing quarters, and 
other neceſſaries, uniformly required from, 
and complied with by all other his majeſty's 
A381 15 as had ; 
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ſubjects; and if their aſſemblies unjuſtifi- 
ably neglect the making ſuch proviſion, 
the ſuperintending power of parliament, is 
certainly juſtified in making it for them, 
As to the complaints made againſt the 
courts of Admiralty, there is little doubt 
but parhament will give a willing ear to 
redreſs whatever may be unneſſarily griev- 
ous in their-modes of proceeding, by bring- 
ing them, as far as circumſtances will allow, 
to a ſimilarity with thoſe of Great Britain : 
nor will it, on becoming requiſition, refuſe 
to allot more unexceptionable funds for the 
payment of the falaries appointed for its 
judges. The province of Maſſachuſſets 
Bay has murmured much at the alterations 
made by Parliament in the right of nomi- 
nation of ſheriffs and appointment of juries, 
Extraordinary privileges unknown to the 
conſtitution, if any fuch can be legally 


granted by one part only of the legiſlature, 


are undoubtedly, when found improper, 
liable to be repealed by the whole. If for- 
mer Kings have at any time thought pro- 
per to forego their prerogative of nomina- 
ting 
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ting ſheriffs, or have beyond their real 
powers altered, without conſent of parlia- 


ment, the conſtitutional form of appointing 
juries, their ſucceſſors, when ſuch privi- 
leges or uſages are abuſed to the obſtruction 
of the laws, have a clear right to retract 
and parliament to annual ſuch indulgences, 
however long enjoyed. As unreaſonable 
are the complaints of governors, &c. being 
made independant for their ſubſiſtance on 
the annual will of the afſemblies. If, like 
the parliaments of Britain or Ireland, theſe 
ſubordinate legiſlatures really had the right 
of fixing the incomes of theſe ſubordinate 
executive parts of their body, they ſhould 
like them have ſhewn themſelves worthy 
of being entruſted with it, by ſettling at the 
King's acceſſion, or from time to time, ſala- 
ries adequate to the importance of the 
office. Reaſon ſhews it unjuſt to ſubject 
them to momentary caprice or ill humour, 
and wiſdom points out a competency as the 
ſureſt preventative of illegal rapine, which 
inadequate appointments almoſt juſtify. 
Bx totally refuſing ſuch ſalaries, as their 
E aſſem- 
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aſſemblies have unwiſely been prompted ta 
do, they have made it neceſſary for the 
King and parliament, juſtly jealous that ſuch 
dependance in governors may be perverted 
to the detriment of their rights and intereſts, 
to make them a decent proviſion without 
their concurrence. And that power, whether 
of right or indulgence, becomes juſtly for- 
feited. With reſpe& to the appointment 
to all other civil or military offices, as well 
as the management of all public monies, 
they ſhould reflect, that the conſtitution 
knows no other adminiſtrators of executive 
power, or of public revenues, than the Kin g 
or ſuch as act under his authority. When 
parliaments attempted to paſs thoſe wiſe 
limits, it ended in ariſtocratical tyranny. 
Nothing more true than that juſt maxim 
of Monteſquieu's, that under whatever form 
of government the executive and legiſlative 
powers are blended, deſpotiſm is erected. 
If other leſs important grievances ſerve to 
fill up the meaſure of their complaints, let 
me again recall to the remembrance of our 


fellow ſubjects in America, the unabating 


tenderneſs 
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tenderneſs they have ever experienced in 
the ſupreme legiſlature of the mother 
country ; and let them not repine, when 
called by it to the full enjoyment of every 
legal right, at ſurrendering even privileges, 
if ſuch can legally ſubſiſt, unenjoyed by 
the inhabitants of Great Britain, if by {6 
doing they can purchaſe her cordial amity 
and the continuation of her parental affec- 
tion. Let me barely mention the preten- 
ded grievance founded upon the Quebec 
bill, as an inſtance how far the ſpirit of 


conteſt may carry us beyond all bounds: 
Not content with diſputing the claim of 
parliament to external, as well as internal, 
taxation, the Americans here aſſume the 
right of dictating the meaſures it ſhall pur- 
ſue with reſpect to acquiſitions made by 
the arms of Great Britain. Tho' they ſtile 
themſelves the exiles of religious liberty, 
I am afraid that true ſpirit of toleration, 
which begins to penetrate European breaſts, 
has not yet extended its mild influence to 
dur {till heated brethren of America. The 
ſpecious cant of Chriſtian meekneſs and 
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liberty, which they pour forth in their ad- 
dreſs to the Canadians, will not conceal 
from them the outrageous clamours they 
have in every other publication ſet up againſt 
the pretended eſtabliſhment of Popery in 
that Colony: nor will they ſo ſoon forget 
that a jury of theſe their pretended friends 
and inſtructors, preſented at one time the 
whole body of Roman Catholics in that 
province as convict Papiſts, and thereby 
liable to all the penal laws at any time 
enacted againſt the profeſſors of that reli- 
gion in Great Britain. Even the dull in- 
habitants of Canada may perchance ſuſpect 
no very charitable purpoſe in that extraor- 


dinary ſtep. Hardly will the New Englan- 


ders gain much credit with them, by 


this pious attempt of their brethren, to re- 
duce at one ſtroke all the property of that 
province into more enlightened proteſtant 
hands. The confirmation of promiſed 
liberty of conſcience, granted to the Cana- 
dians by parliament, will ever do it honour 
in the eyes of all unprejudiced and fincere 
Chriſtians: and may the bright example be 
ſoon followed by the rulers of every coun- 


try 
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try in Europe, of whatever ſe& they be. 
The extending to them ſuch, and ſuch 
only, of the Britiſh laws as they yet ſee 
the value and utility of, is a ſhining proof of 
perhaps thehigheſt wiſdomand tenderneſs of 
adminiſtration ever manifeſted by any go- 
vernment. Parliament juſtly conceived that 
the impoſing even benefits againſt our con- 
ſent, is tyranny. With equal propriety 
has it declared itſelf ready to give them all 
our laws whenever they ſhall think them 
better than their old ones. Tho' it has 
not yet judged proper to intruſt theſe new 
ſubjects with full legiſlative powers, it 
wiſely holds them up to them, as the re- 


ward of their ſteady adherence to the go- 
vernment and intereſts of Great Britain. 


Let us now throw together, in one view, 
ſuch conceſſions or ſtipulations, either on 
the part of Great Britain, or of the colo- 
nies, as might bid fair to reconcile the pre- 
ſent differences; and being ſolemnly en- 
tered into as a national compact, might 
become a laſting bond of union between 


all the parts of his Majeſty's dominions. 
On 
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On the Part of GREAT BRITAIN. 


Imo. DArliament ſhall for the future wave 
all claim of impoſing taxes on the 
internal property of the colonies, other 
than the accuſtom'd quit rents of 6 d. per 
acre, and the duties of the Poſt Office. 


2do. Parliament ſhall attend to the peti- 
tions of the Colonies reſpecting the regula- 
tion of their trade, or duties to be impoſed 
on their ſeveral exports or imports, and 
give ſuch redreſs with all convenient ſpeed 
as the general good of the whole empire 
may require or permit; and ſhall indulge 
the ſeveral colonies, for the encouragement 
of their commerce, in the direct exporta- 
tion of certain articles of their products, to 
Britiſh factories eſtabliſhed, or to be eſta- 


bliſhed, in ſuch foreign countries where it 


ſhall be found ſuch intercourſe will not be 
detrimental to the produce or manufac- 
tures of Great Britain or Ireland; as like- 
wiſe in the direct importation from the 
ſaid countries of ſuch foreign commodities 

as 


= 
On the Part of the COLONIES. 


1110. PHE Colonies acknowledging, in all 
other particulars, the legiſlative, ſu- 
perintending and regulating authority of 
the Britiſh Parliament, ſhall agree to pay, 
into the hands of his Majeſty's officers of 
revenue, over and above the accuſtomed 
quit rents and poſt duties, ſuch ſums as 
ſhall be agreed on in preſent or future, as 
proportional aids from the ſeveral Colonies 
towards the general exigencies of the ſtate, 
to be levied by ſuch modes only of taxa- 


tion as to their ſeveral ſubordinate legiſla- 
tures ſhall ſeem meet. 


249. The Colonies ſhall acknowledge 
the undoubted right of Parliament to im- 
poſe duties or cuſtoms on all exports from, 
or imports into their ſeveral ports, as well for 
the purpoſe of raiſing revenue, as for the re- 
gulation of trade : and ſhall pay obedience 
to all ſuch laws and regulations as Parlia- 


ment ſhall at any time provide for the per- 
ception of ſuch duties or cuſtoms. 


tio. 
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as do not interfere with thoſe of the ſaid 
iſlands, or are not neceſſary for their ma- 
nufactures, on payment of ſuch duties as 
they would have paid in Great Britain or 
Ireland. Such payments to be made in the 


manner Parliament ſhall now or may here- 
after direct. | 


3719. Parliament ſhall from time to time 
fix permanent ſalaries on his Majeſty's go- 
vernors, lieutenant governors, judges, of- 
ficers of the Courts of Admiralty, receivers 


of revenue, &c. and direct the payment of 


the ſame out of the national revenues. 


470. The judges of his Majeſty's courts 
of juſtice in the ſeveral Colonies, ſhall, as 
in England, hold their commiſſions quam- 


diu ſe bene geſſerint. 


510. The procedures of the Courts of 


Admiralty ſhall be, as far as circumſtances 
will permit, made conformable to the laws 


and cuſtoms of ſ:id courts in Great Bri- 


tain : 


£8 
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tio. The Colonies, where ſuch practice 
has heretofore been, ſhall renounce all 
claim of increaſing or diminiſhing the ſa- 
laries of his Majeſty's governors, judges, 
&c. at the will of their aſſemblies: As 
alſo all right of appointing the receivers of 
any revenues raiſed for the purpoſes either 
of interior or exterior government: To 
prevent all undue influence, either on the 
part of government, or the Colonies, 
ſuch ſalaries being hereafter to be ſettled 
by Parliament. 


470. All ſheriffs ſhall be appointed by 
his Majeſty. And the appointment of ju- 
ries ſhall be in all the Colonies, made ac- 
cording to the ancient and known laws of 
England, any uſage to the contrary not- 
withſtanding. 

| 

50. The Colonies ſhall provide ſuitable 
quarters, and other neceſſaries, for his Ma- 
jeſty's troops ſtationed therein agreeable to 


the laws and cuſtoms of Great Britain. 
| F 670. 
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tain: and trials by jury ſhall be extended 


. to all matters wherein they are ſo extended 
by the laws of England within the iſland 
of Great Britain. 
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670. All the inhabitants of the ſeveral 
Colonies ſhall enjoy, to all intents and pur- 
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4 poſes, all the rights and privileges of free 
| born Britons : and Parliament ſhall, on re- 


quiſition, redreſs whatever ſhall be found 
contrary thereunto. 


a Whss. ©, wo a —— 1 6m 
PPP "Op Be. F r 
© * 


© wa 4.2 
„ a. 


„ 3 2 — 2 * 


— MEL &; 


— * 3 


rr 


r 


Se 7 4 - 
&Þ 2 XX" . A. I 


[05 
6to. On a careful examination and revi- 
fion of all laws and cuſtoms now exiſting 
in the ſeveral Colonies, they ſhall, as far 
as local circumſtances will permit, be 
brought to a conformity with - thoſe of 
Great Britain. | 


On 


on = 


On thorough inſpection into the ſtate of 
| our Colonies, ſeveral other objects will 
N occur to the wiſdom of parliament, as re- 
| il quiring reform, which I avoid mentionin g. 
1 as they will fall within the regulating 
5 power of parliament, and are virtually in- 
4 cluded within the above declaration of 
4 rights and privileges. 
5 5 To the conſideration of my fellow 
, citizens, and to the reviſal of better judges, 


Bo 
— 


I ſubmit this rude draught of a national 
compact and bond of union between the 


5s | CARS. urn 


now unhappily conteſting and divided parts 
of this great Empire. Happy if it ſhould 
at leaſt rouſe ſome one of greater and more 


a „ 
ar * 


experienced abilities to devote his unpre- 
judiced labours to the perfecting ſo great a 
work. If both ſides are requeſted to wave 
rights and claims, to which they may 
think themſelves legally entitled, let both 
well weigh the important advantage of 
* annihilating, ere it is too late, the ſeeds of 
9 future contention and animoſity. Let the 
American Colonies, no longer ſeduced by 
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falſe ideas of liberty and independance, or 
intoxicated to giddy madneſs by the pride 
of opulence and proſperity, acquired and 
ſecured to them by, and under the ſupport 
and guidance of the mother country, ſeri- 
ouſly reflect, that tho' already populous 
and ſtrong with retroſpect to their infant 
ſtate, they are yet weak and thinly in- 
habited with reference to the extent of 
their continent, and with compariſon to 
European countries; that conſequently 
their protection depends upon the vigour 
and ſupport of the parent ſtate, and their 
future progreſs on its amity and counte- 
nance. It is on the baſis of her naval 
power that their country, their commerce 
have become thus flouriſhing. They cannot 
hope to rival her dominion on the Atlantic. 
She has it in her power to cut them 
off from the moſt diſtant expectation of it. 
Should the withdraw the communication 
of the advantages ariſing from that domini- 
on, their every ſpring of affluence would 
be inſtantly dried up, whilſt her commerce 
and active genius embracing the whole 
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compaſs of the globe, would in every part 
of it open abundant, tho' yet untried, 
ſources of opulence. Should ſhe withdraw 
that protection it affords, or, what is ſtill 
worſe, ſhould that naval ſtrength, defraud- 
ed of part of its accuſtom'd aliment, 
wither and decay, their puny efforts would 
become the eaſy prey of deceitful friends, 
who at no diſtant period would become 
their overbearing and irrifiſtible tyrants. 
Let Great Britain, rejccting the pride of 
dominion, and preſumptuous confidence of 
power, reflect, that by a rupture with 
America, and conſequent deſtruction of its 
riſing importance, ſhe muſt loſe, at a time 
when ſhe can leaſt ſpare it, a lucrative and 


extenſive branch of commerce, which at 


beſt a long ſerics of years only can replace: 
hat by refuſing, by a few conceſſions, to 


cement her union with her own offspring, 


| ſhe relinquiſhes the glorious hope, by 


meaus of thatunrival'd and increafing ſource 
of trade, of riſing to a height of power, 
importance, and riches hitherto unpre- 
cedented in the annals of the moſt extenſive 

Empires, 
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Empires. Let her conſider that, tho' her 
power may force to preſent ſubmiſſion, yet 
there will come atime when her utmoſt exer- 
tion will not be able to retain in ſubjection 
outnumberingmillions of di ſaffected ſubjects. 
Happily the ſeeds of contention haveſh2wn 
themſelves at a time when each is too viſi- 
bly neceſſary to the other; let both then 
eagerly ſeize the occaſion of forever routing 
them out, and of cementing an union of con- 
ſtitution and of intereſts which no jarring 
differences ſhall hereafter endanger ; that 
union which can alone raife them to that 
magnitude of power of which ſo many 
glorious circumſtances give them ſuch well 
grounded hopes. Happy I have been to 
find a great and able (I with I could ſay a 
diſpaſſionate) Stateſman opening in an 
auguſt aſſembly, a plan at leaſt of recon- 
cilation, tho' in truth it ſeems to have 
been dictated by the late congreſs itſelf: 
we may hope it introductory to one of his 
own framing, leſs partial and exceptionable. 
However much I reverence his authority, 
and thoſe ſupericr talents Which: will ever 


Claim 
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claim reſpectful attention, I muſt beg 
leave to differ totally from his Lordſhip in 
one primary point. He has propoſed that: 
this important negociation ſhould, on the 
other fide the Atlantic, be managed by a 


grand and legally authoriſed American con- 
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greſs; perhaps the late one reaſſembled, 
which he thinks proper to cite in the pro- 
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poſed Act, tho' certainly hitherto unau- 
thoriſed by any law. Does his lordſhip 
not forſee (for I cannot ſuppoſe he would 
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delignedly throw an undue balance into 
the hands of even his favorite Ameri- 
cans) that ſuch a congreſs, uniting all Ame- 
rica under one head, would be certainly 
not a center of that filial deference which 
he ſtill holds due to the mother country, 
but of obſtinate and froward reſiſtance to 
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her moſt unqueſtionable rights. By giving 
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a legal exiſtence and ſanction to an union 
of intereſts and power to all America as 
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oppoſed to Great Britain, we ſhould pre- 


ſent it with the legal inſtrument and means 
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of further uſurpations on the authority of 
this country, whenever factious leaders 
ſhould 
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ſhould incline to raiſe themſelves into im- 
portance. Thus confirmed in their moſt 
ſanguine ideas of diſtinct independance, 
thus effectually erected into an equal con- 
tracting party, and looking more to the 
extent than to the real ſtrength of the 
country it repreſented, that congreſs would 
no longer preſent their gtievances for re- 
Ureſs to parliament as from a part of the 
ſame empire, but as a free ſtate would ne- 
gotiate alliance with all the arrogance of 
new acquired dignity. No! let parlia- 
ment, after having calmly and impartial- 
ly, and in the true ſpirit of juſtice and po- 
licy, conſidered what points in conteſt 
ſhould be given up, what maintained, with 
becoming dignity and parental tenderneſs, 
declare with the utmoſt preciſion and per- 
ſpicuity the propoſed terms of reconciliati- 


on, and future union to the ſeveral afſemblies 
of each Colony convened for that purpoſe, 
ready to receive with indulgence ſuch as 
ſhall acquieſce, but determin'd and prepar'd 
to cut off from all communication with 
Great Britain and the reſt of the world, ſuch 
* FR as 
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as ſtill continue obſtinately deaf to its mild 
and equitable propoſals. To do this, in 
my apprehenſion, land forces in the field 
are neither proper nor adequate, They 
may irritate to blood, and that once ſpilt 
may be a fruitful ſource of endleſs confu- 
fion, more likely to lead to the ruin of the 
country than to the re-eſtabliſhment of au- 
thority. If ring-leaders are to be ſeized, 
they will eaſily eſcape from an army which 
cannot ſafely ſend out ſmall detachments ; 
if riots are committed, or factious meetings 
held in one part, they will be removed to a- 
nother before an army can come up either 
to diſperſe or puniſh the offenders, The 
only real ſervice, and that certainly is of 
great importance, troops can in ſuch a vaſt 
and extended country perform, 1s the ſecur- 
ing of the fortreſſes and ſea-ports, and aſ- 
fording due protection and retreat to ſuch 
of his Majeſty's ſubjects as ſhall continue 

firm in their allegiance. But a ſufficient 

number of loops and frigates properly ſta- 


tioned may ſoon ſhew the provinces who | 


ſhall remain refraftory, how inſignificant 
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their boaſted ſtrength of numbers, how ſoon * 
even want may overtake their fancied 
ſelf-ſufficiency of exiſtence, how ſoon. 
every ſource of their imagined affluence and 
riches may be cut off when not a ſhip ſhall 
dare to put to ſea or enter their harbours.” 
When they ſhall perceive'that the attentive 
foreſight and encouragement of government 
amply ſupplies the wants of the Weſt-India 
iſlands, either in lumber or proviſions, from 
the Floridas, Georgia, Canada, and ſuch o- 
ther Colonies as their own true intereſt will 
early ſway to ſubmiſſion : : when they ſhall 
ſee that adminiſtration has found means to 
keep up the Newfoundland fiſhery undimi- 
niſhed, by holding up proper advantages to 
the obedient Colonies and to the enterpriſ- 
ſing merchants of Great Britain and Ireland, 
they will then be convinced that, tho' theirs 
is abſolutely dependant on our naval power, 
the extent of our commerce will ever find 
abundant reſources independant of their 
little aid. They will then plainly view in 
their fruitleſs reſiſtence the loſs of their beſt 
trades diverted into new channels - from 


whence it is ſo difficult to force a return: ; 
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and thoſe Colonies on whom they looked 
with a jealous or contemptuous eye, riſing 
into vaſt importance on their ruin. They 
will then begin to dread ( what i is perbaps a 
real truth) that Great Britain, ſo far from 
ſuſtaining any permanent loſs by their de- 
ſertion, will in a ſhort time be a real gainer, 
by thus beſtowing quick activity and vigor 
on her infant ſouthern Colonies and thoſe 
adjoining, who will not long be blind to 
their own good ; Colonies whoſe produce 
and trade are more beneficial and more 
conſonant to the real intereſts of her com- 
merce. When thoſe vain dreams their ſedu- 
cers have induſtriouſſy raiſed, ſhall be diſ- 
pelled, when ſuch a mortifying ſituation, 
and ſuch menacing proſpects ſhall forcibly 
ſtrike their eyes, there is little doubt but 
our now overhearted, but ſharp-ſighted 
tranſatlantic brethren, will ſoon return to 
that due obedience which in the hour of 
frenzy they ſeem to have foreſworn. 
May ſuch happy effects early give the 
nobleſt triumph to the calm firmneſs, the 
foreſight, undoubted integrity, and I truſt, 
no 


4 —M 
no leſs humane policy. of that great mio 
ter, who now fits at the helm. May he 
thus reconcile to his adminiſtration, . thoſe 
few true friends to the public, who in op- 
poſing not vigorous, but what they feared 
wore the face of violent meaſures, ſought 
only 1 the glory and recompence of ſerving 
their country ; and may he thus filence 
the intereſted clamours of thoſe pretended 
patriots, who would not heſitate to mount 
up to riches and honours, on the ruins of 
this diſtracted, and divided empire. Un- 
ambitious of ſharing either in the honours, 
or in the profits, ſhould the zealous friend 
to his country, who amidſt the agitations 
of the moſt tempeſtuous ſea, has thus ven- 
tured out his little bark, in the fond hopes 
of ſaving, though the ſmalleſt plank, from 
total wreck, have fortunately hit upon any 
point worthy of the confideration of the 
miniſter, or of the nation, he will have 
had his reward : ſupremely happy, if on 
any plan, by whomſoever given, he may 
live to ſee the ſolid foundations laid of a 
permanent union and concentration of in- 
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1 46. J 
tereſts between the mother country, and 
her Colonies, on which he is perſuaded 


their mutual growth, and future grandeur” 


muſt depend. By clearly defining, and 
even limiting the authority of Parliament, 
as well as the dependance of America, 
conſiſtently with liberty and the powers 
of empire, he hopes from a higher quarter 
ſteps are already taking worthy of the juſ- 
tice and magnanimity of this nation. 


Would the preſent times permit it, he 


OWNS in his opinion, a ſtill more intimate 
union practicable. It is yet a queſtion cal- 
ling for the moſt ferious inveſtigation, whe- 
ther an abſolute coalition of Great Britain, 
Ireland, and America, under one great 
parliamentary head, repreſenting the whole, 
is not the only means of preſerving from 


future, and on all hands, juſtly appre- 


hended, diſmemberment of this widely ex- 
tended empire; whether it is not the only 
foundation on which to rear that glorious 
elevation of power and proſperity, of which 
firmly united, it is conceived capable. By 
that pityful dependence in which we keep 

2225 Ireland 


( 47 J 
Ireland (by many looked upon as the greats” 
eſt error in politics ever perſiſted in for fo 
long a time by a wiſe nation). we certainly 
throw out of the common maſs of power, 
one half of its importance : and by perſe- 
vering in the ſame narrow views, with re- 
gard to America, we ſhall give it not one 
quarter of its conſequence, and probably 
prepare at ſome not very diſtant period, a 
total ſeparation of that little from the 
general intereſt. Is it probable that Ame- 
rica, whenever ſhe ſhall come to contain 
three times the number of inhabitants as 
can ſubſiſt in this iſland, will quietly 
ſubmit to ſee herſelf an inferior and depen- 
dant Province, controll'd and regulated by 
its decrees ? but if united in power, as well 
as obedience, ſhe will then no more think 
of ſeparating, than does the province of 
York, becauſe larger than the others. She. 
will not then conſider herſelf as one great 
continent, oppreſſed by a comparatively 
inſignificant part of the whole, but each 
Colony and Province will then look upon 
itſelf as one of many Provinces under one 
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conſideration be found an objection to fuch 


E 48 J 
head, poſſeſſing in concert the greateſt, and 
the nobleſt dominion recorded in the an- 
nals of hiſtory. 


The American provinces ſtill retaining 
their aſſemblies as corporate bodies within 
the realm for the internal and local regula- 
tions of police and government, the other 
ſo much talked of inconveniences ariſing 1 
from diſtance; will not perchance on due 


a ſcheme, at leaſt not ſuch a one as will 
outweigh the great and ſuperior advantages 
of an abſolute union under one conſtitu- 
tional head of all the parts of this vaſt and a 
growing empire ; which, however disjunct 7 ; 
by nature, might and would be firmly t ; 
connected by that ſovereignty of the ſeas, 
which it would uphold and extend, and 
which would virtually bring all parts into 
contact. This is a circumftance peculiar to 
us, and unknown to all former empires, and 
which would therefore juſtify a deviation 
from all former ſyſtems of colony govern- 


ment. If a miniſter ſhall be found, 
vrhoſe 
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whoſe integrity, firmneſs, and abilities ſhall 
be equal to raiſe ſo glorious a fabric, we 
may ſafely prognoſticate, that whatever 
virulence of oppoſition he may be forced 
to ſtruggle through, the united voices both 
of the preſent and all future ages will pro- 
claim him the greateſt man; and the true 
founder of the greateſt empire the world 
ever ſaw. May our preſent Primier have 
the ſpirit and generous ambition to contend 
for, and the abilities and good fortune to 
bear away that nobleſt of all prizes. 


POSTSCRIPT, 


POSTSCRIPT. 


& nc theſe ſheets were ſent to the preſs, 
the writer has had the ſatisfaction of 


| ſeeing an enlightened miniſter propoſe, and 
4 parliament reſolve, a renunciation of all 
3 i claim of future internal taxation within 
A | the colonies whenever they ſhall return to 
1 their duty. The virulence with which 
| þ the pretended patriots declaim'd, and the 


effrontery with which they voted againſt 
a meaſure which they had a few days be- 
fore called for with ſo much energy of po- 
pular eloquence, and which was in fact 
the only reafonable foundation on which 
to ground their oppoſition, muſt at length 2 
open the eyes of the few wellwiſhers to the 
real good of the nation, who have been de- E 
luded by their enthuſiaſtic outcries of cruel- 

ty, injuſtice, and impending ruin. As 
vainly do they now brand adminiſtration 

with inconſiſtency and weakneſs. No new 
danger, no new appearance of the irriſiſti- 
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room for new fear or apprehenſions on the 
ſide of miniſtry, now ſtrengthened by the 
concurrence of a clear and great majority 
of the nation, and furniſhed by parliament 
with every means of reducing oppoſition 
by force, if force ſhould prove neceſſary. 
No; with equal reſolution and prudence 
the miniſter now holds up, with a dignity 


becoming this nation, reconciliation and 


amicable union to ſuch Colonies as ſhall 
return to duty, and condign chaſtiſement to 


ſuch as, on the pretence only of a plea, on 


which indeed wiſdom herſelf might juſtly 
pauſe, have in fact laboured to ſet up the 
the ſtandard of real rebellion. In ſpite of 
faction and violence, every true friend to 
his country will with rapture now foreſee 
(this only ſtumbling block removed) the 
ſureſt blow given to that ſedition, which 
has been induſtriouſly raiſed by a few men 
at home, or abroad, who through the hor- 
rid devaſtations of civil war and bloodſhed, 


would have waded to importance. Their 


only hope of eternifing diviſions, though 


on the ruins of the beſt intereſts of thie 


country, 
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country, thus blaſted, can we wonder at 
the frantic rage with which they tell us it 
is a baſe contrivance of the miniſter, ta 
divide the colonies ? Yes we do hope moſt, 
if not all of the Colonies, will eagerly ſeize 
this occaſion of returning to that filial re- 
verence they owe, and in their hearts have 
ever felt for their parent country, and of 
ſhewing their abhorrence of thoſe men, 
who under the pretext of one doubtful 
point of right, would have run them into 
the wildeſt extremities of diſobedience and 
rebellion. The noble Lord, who regardleſs 
of their impotent and farcaſtic taunts of 
puſillanimity, ſtepp'd forth in this ſad criſis 
of his country, to make this truly patriotic 
and conciliatory motion, will I doubt not 
with indulgence, liſten to ſuch objections 
as may be ſtarted againſt its concluding 
clauſe. It is there ſaid, that the neat pro- 
duce of the duties which it may be expe+ 
dient to continue to levy, or to impoſe for 
the regulation of commerce, ſhall be car- 
ried to the account of ſuch Colony, or Pro- 
YIRG2, reſpectively, were it ſhall ariſe. The 

terns 
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terms of this important accommodation, of 
this reunion of intereſts between the mo- 
ther country and her Colonies, ſhould not 
wear the face of temporary, or palliative 
expedients, leaving behind them the ſeeds 
of future contention, but ſhould be evi- 
dently ſuch as may form the baſis of a per- 
manent and equitable compact to ſucceed- 
ing ages; a compact whereby every right 
is definitively ſettled, whereby the parti- 
cular intereſts of each, are by ſome invari- 
able rule comprehenſive of, and pliant to 
every poſſible ſituation adjuſted to the ge- 
neral. In reſpect to internal taxation, ſuch 
a rule I take to be the mode of propor- 
tional aid I have propoſed in the fore- 
going ſheets, and ſuch to be, in reſpect to 
external, moderate and reaſonable duties 
ON imports and exports, naturally riſing 
or falling as theſe increaſe or decreaſe. Be- 
ſides the yearly inconvenience of aſcertain- 
ing, and calculating anew, the produce of 
ſo variable a fund, to which, to make up 
the totality of the quota at which each 
Province js rated, interior taxes mult be 
annually 
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annually adjuſted, I beg leave to obſerve; 
that internal impoſitions, ever the moſt 
grievious, and moſt ſeverely felt, muſt in 


this caſe encreaſe or diminiſh in direct 
inverſe ratio of the true abilities of ſuch 
Province. If at any time trade, and con- 
ſequently the duties ariſing from it, is de- 
creaſed, it is a certain proof, that thoſe 
internal abilities are leſſened: If on the 
contrary, by more abundant products, and 
more fucceſsful commerce, the duties riſe 
higher, it is evident that the Colony can 
with proportionably greater caſe, bear its 
uſual burden. 


Interior taxation ſhould more naturally 
follow the progreſs of interior acquiſitions 
and products, whilſt commerce in Ameri- 
ca as in every other country, ſhould be its 
own barometer to fix the quantum of im- 
poſition it can bear. Let us now examine 
the effects of ſuch a ſtipulation with a view 
to equality and proportion with the abili- 
ties of Great Britain and ſuch other Ame- 
'xican” Colonics as may be at various times 
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differently circumſtanced. Under the foſ- 
tering wing of Great Britain, America has 
before it the glorious proſpect of quick 
increaſing population, wealth and com- 
merce : at leaſt ſeveral of its provinces are 


ſo happily circumſtanced. By the great 


conſequent extenſion of their trade. the 
duties levied for its regulation, however 
moderate in themſelves, may poſſibly in 
the ſpace of half a century in ſome one 
Province or Colony, nearly if not quite 


equal or even exceed the whole amount of 
that aid which can at this time be fixed as- 


2. quota proportional to its preſent abilities. 
In that caſe the inhabitants of ſuch. pro- 
vince would be totally exonerated of all 
internal taxes, . whilſt Great Britain, and 
fuch other Provinces of America whoſe 
progreſs ſhould not be ſo rapid, would be 
ſtruggling under the preſſure of heavy both 
internal and external taxation. No real 
equality would then ſubſiſt; and can it be 
ſuppoſed the oppreſſed would not demand 
relief, and thus open a door to diſcord and 
faction. If ſuffered to continue without 


redreſs, 
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redreſs, ſuck a Colony would in the end 
depopulate all the others, and in time Great 


Britain itſelf. It ſhould not be forgot that 
ſome even conſiderable Colonies are with- 


out a convenient port, and obliged to ſend 


their products to thoſe of their neighbours; 
how would then thoſe duties be ad juſted to 
the internal exoneration of Colonies fo cir- 
cumſtanced, without frauds or contentions. 
It may not be-amiſs.likewiſe to obſerve, that 
by this clauſe we ſeem to give up the right of 


external as well as of internal taxation. 


Apreeable to jul on account of local 
ſituation, 1 ſhould apprehend the latter 
claim ſhould be  explicity renounced ; 

whilſt the former right founded on Great 
Britain's undoubted dominion on the At- 


lantic ocean, ſhould be as ſtrenuouſly and as 


openly maintained. 


